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was Willie Jones,t bom in North Carolina but educated in Eng-
land at Eton. He had refused to serve as delegate to the Federal
Convention and now took his stand with the people, who thought
their rights were in danger from the new government
The debates on constitutional points tell less about the spirit
of the convention than some of the speeches of the unlearned
members of the opposition. William Goudy on July 23 wondered
that "these gentlemen learned in the law should quibble upon
words. I care not whether it [the Constitution] "be called a com-
pact., agreement, covenant, bargain or what. Its intent is a con-
cession of power on the part of the people to their rulers. We
know that private interest governs mankind generally. Power be-
longs originally to the people, but if rulers be not well guarded,
that power may be usurped from them. People ought to be
cautious about giving away power. ... If we give away more
power than we ought, we put ourselves in the situation of a man
who puts on an iron glove, which he can never take off till he
breaks his arm. Let us beware of the iron glove of tyranny." And
again on the 26th: *1 am not able to follow these learned gentle-
men through all the labyrinths of their oratory.—Some represent
us as rich and not honest; and others again represent us as honest
and not rich. We have no gold or silver, no substantial money to
pay taxes with.* To give Congress the power to lay and collect
taxes would, Goudy thought, "totally destroy our liberties.** The
Constitution asked the people to give up their power over both
purse and sword. There is no danger we are told. It may be so,
but I am jealous and suspicious of the liberties of mankind. * . .
Suspicions in small communities, are a pest to mankind; but in a
matter of this magnitude,, which concerns the interest of millions
yet unborn, suspicion is a very noble virtue. ... It is said that
those who formed this constitution were great and good men. We
do not dispute it. We also admit that great and learned people
have adopted it. But I have a judgment of my own, and though
not so well informed always as others, yet I will exert it when
manifest-danger presents itself."
The words of Goudy expressed the opinions of the majority.
North Carolina, including the counties in Tennessee, was a large
state with a population widely dispersed, often in isolated com-
munities. Most of its people were farmers or frontiersmen who
had to depend on their own resources to live, and who conse-

